
I have lived in Skagit and Whatcom counties for 
nineteen years, and enjoy spending time with  
my wife and our seven-year-old son. We live in 
Sedro Woolley, and I work at Skagit Valley College 
in the Financial Aid Office. I am also an adjunct 
instructor of business and economics.

I earned both my BA in Economics/Political  
Science and MBA from Western Washington  
University. I am a member of the Board of  
Directors of Skagit Immigrant Rights Council 
(SIRC), a non-profit organization working with 
community stakeholders to promote human rights.

In January 2018, I was appointed to serve on the Board of Directors of North Coast Credit 
Union. In April of that year, I was re-elected by the members.

I love the sense of community that North Coast Credit Union provides, whether it is  
through fundraising events or the annual BBQs. It is my belief that education is one of the 
most important ways to improve our quality of life and reduce poverty in our communities. 
In a similar fashion, SIRC offers a scholarship for our college students who are most in need; 
a scholarship that I envisioned and the board supported.

I believe that my background and focus on the community are a unique strength that this 
organization can use to continue to bring awareness and support for our underrepresented 
community members. Thus, I ask for your support and your vote to serve as a volunteer on 
the Board of Directors of North Coast Credit Union.
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Gerzon Marin



The daughter of a Navy officer, I was born in 
Brunswick Georgia, but have lived in Washington 
for most of my life (Oak Harbor, Spokane,  
Odessa, Yakima, Bellevue and Seattle). I moved  
to Bellingham in 1989 to attend Western  
Washington University. I met my husband, a  
lifelong Bellingham resident, and in 2012 we  
settled outside Ferndale, WA. We have four  
children – a daughter living and working in  
Bellingham, a daughter attending Washington 
State University, and two daughters in the  
Ferndale school district.

I received a Bachelor’s degree from Western Washington University in Business  
Administration, and a Master of Business Administration (MBA) degree from Colorado 
State University. I have worked in healthcare for the past 25 years. I started my career at 
Olympic Health Management, which eventually became Sterling Health Plans. In 2004 
I went to work for United General Hospital in Sedro Woolley, and then transitioned to 
PeaceHealth where I spent 7 years serving as System Director and then System Vice  
President of Revenue. I am currently the Chief Executive Officer for a health system in 
Eastern Washington.

I became a member of Public Employees Credit Union shortly after moving to Bellingham  
to attend college. As a 28 year member, I have enjoyed the personalized, friendly service and  
financial benefits that NCCU provides. I respect North Coast Credit Union’s commitment  
to and partnership with the Whatcom and Skagit communities and would be honored to 
serve as a volunteer board member.
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Kym Clift



My name is Todd Lagestee and I am running for 
re-election to the North Coast Credit Union Board  
of Directors. I have been a valuable contributor to 
the Board at North Coast for 3 years now. I look  
forward to continuing my advocacy for our  
membership. Financial strength through rigorous 
planning and analysis has kept our credit union  
robust. I have contributed unique and worthy  
methods of analysis, seeking ways to add value, for 
our members. I also bring the continuing strength of 
our traditions to the board through my position as 
a fire fighter. I have been a City of Bellingham Fire 
Fighter for over 20 years and am proud of the history 

that North Coast Credit Union started so many years ago in a cash box at the local fire station!

I bring a strong work ethic combined with experience of advocacy and results. I have served as an 
executive board leader for the Bellingham Fire Fighters’ Union, founded the Bellingham-Whatcom 
County Fire Fighters Benevolent Foundation, and have served on the executive boards of both the 
Whatcom Democrats and the Washington State 40th Legislative District Democrats.

I graduated magna cum laude from Western Washington University while working full-time as a 
Fire Fighter, with my Bachelor’s in Biocultural Anthropology. I have served in the United States 
Navy as a nuclear mechanic on submarines and achieved the rank of Eagle Scout in the Boy Scouts.

I am excited to continue my service to the community that I live through my service on the 
Board of Directors of North Coast Credit Union. 2020 was a challenging year, for North Coast 
and for all of us. I believe that going forward our Board can look for ways to continue to 
strengthen the credit union while developing programs to better serve our members. This  
requires a board that looks to the future, and I believe that is one of my strengths! Together  
we can continue that forward progress for all of our members at North Coast! Thanks for  
your consideration.
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Shelley Acero has been in public service for  
over 30 years. She is currently employed as the 
Risk Manager/Senior Paralegal for the City of  
Burlington. She has been a member of North  
Coast Credit Union for 33 years.

Shelley has been married to Steve for 45 years  
this July and has lived in Mount Vernon in the 
same home for over 35 years. She has 2 sons and  
5 amazing grandchildren.

Shelley was recently appointed to serve on the 
Executive Board for Washington Cities Insurance 
Authority (WCIA), which is the insurance pool 

that represents the City of Burlington as well as approximately another 165 cities/special  
districts/schools. She also serves on the Loss Committee and the Long Range Planning 
Committee for WCIA.

Shelley has served 7 terms on the Board of Washington State Public Risk Managers (WA 
PRIMA),most currently in the role of Past President. She was also the Chair for the City of 
Mount Vernon Planning Commission for 6 years. Shelley also served as an advisor at Skagit 
Valley College for the Paralegal Program. Shelley served in Leadership Skagit for the 2019 
Class and was instrumental in providing assistance to a local Non-Profit.

Shelley has continued to offer pro bono services for the underprivileged for over 30 years. 
She has worked with Skagit County’s migrant population as well as the homeless for decades. 
Shelley is running for the Board of Directors with North Coast Credit Union because she 
believes that you don’t just belong, you participate.
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